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CAUSE FOR PAWS ROAD LOSS 
Eastern RSO Cause for Paws puts their 
love for animals to good use. 
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The men's basketball team came 
up short against Evansville 
Wednesday, losing 68-6 5. 
Thursday, December 10, 2020 "TELL THE AND DON'T BE 
Working at Java 
ZACH BERGER I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS 
Jeremy Bragg, a freshman majoring in accounting, cleans at Java In the Martin Luther King Jr. University Union. "Work has been slow 
lately. Since [Thanksgiving] break campus has been pretty empty," Bragg said. 
How to volunteer over break 
t 
By Corryn Brock 
News Editor I @corryn_brock 
The season of giving may seem harder 
during the COVI0-19 pandemic with the 
many changes the holiday season has seen 
this year. 
While some may not be participating in 
the typical holiday parties and festivities 
the year brings, there arc still many ways 
for people to give back their time in ways 
to benefit their communities and the world 
around them. 
I. Project Sunshine 
Project Sunshine is an organization that 
describes its mission as "to bring joy, con­
nection, socialization, and memory-mak­
ing to pediatric patients and their families." 
Due to the restrictions in place because of 
the pandemic Project Sunshine has intro­
duced Tclcplay. Tclcplay is when groups of 
patients and meet with trained volunteers 
over a video chat to play and participate in 
activities together. Applications to be in­
volved in Telcplay can be found at https:// 
projcctsunshinc.org/community-voluntccr­
application/. 
2. Donate blood and plasma 
During the pandemic the American Red 
C�s� has been scarchint fo.r mote dona-
tions of blood and plasma. According to 
their website, the Red Cross "is  testing all 
blood, platelet and plasma donations for 
COVID-19 antibodies. As part of that ef­
fort, plasma from whole blood donations 
that test positive for COVID-19 antibod­
ies may now help current coronavirus pa­
tients in need of convalescent plasma trans­
fusions." Donors arc now urged to donate 
as medical procedures begin again and a 
steady supply of blood products is necessary 
to ensure the safety of patients undergoing 
surgery and treatments. 
3. Donate to food banks and pan­
tries 
Those interested in donating food can 
find local pantries at food.pantrics.org. 
There are over 500 food banks listed in Il­
linois that will accept donations. Some sug­
gestions for donations from Feeding Amer­
ica include peanut butter, canned soup, 
canned fruit, canned vegetables, canned 
stew, canned fish, canned beans, pasta 
(most prefer whole grain) and rice {most 
prefer brown rice). It is recommended peo­
ple do not donate items that need refriger­
ation, expired items, leftovers, improperly 
packaged items and bake goods. 
4. Become a crisis counselor 
interested in becoming a crisis counselor 
can learn reflective listening, collaborative 
problem solving, and crisis management. 
These skills will help volunteers learn how 
to work with people in crisis and help them 
through times of need. 
Counselors will commit to 4 hours a 
week of crisis counseling until they reach 
200 hours. Applicants must be 18 years 
or older, have a U.S. social security num­
ber and submit two references. Counselors 
must have access to reliable Internet access 
and a personal computer. 
5. Write letters to those who are 
experiencing isolation 
Reach out to people who arc isolated due 
to the pandemic. You can do so be contact­
ing local hospitals, senior living facilities 
and other places where people need to iso­
late. 
Other options could be writing to front­
linc workers and others who have helped 
work through the pandemic. 
Though many aspects of the holiday sea­
son will be different this year, finding ways 
to do normal activities and give back to the 
community can be as beneficial for those 
giving their time, talents and financial assis­
tance as it Is for those receiving. 
Corryn Brock con be reached at 581-2812 or 
With 30 hours of training t}iosc who arc at cebrock@eiu.edu. 
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By Kyara Morales-Rodriguez 
Campus Reporter I @DEN_news 
Eastcrn's Council of Academic Affairs will be 
meeting Thursday, December 10 at 2:00 pm via 
D2L Collaborate. 
The council will be voting on a proposal for 
the creation of"Virtual Study Abroad Programs." 
The Virtual Study Abroad Programs arc being 
proposed as an innovative and affordable alter­
native to traditional study abroad courses during 
the Covid pandemic. 
The rationale for bringing Virtual Study 
Abroad courses to Eastern is that since Eastern 
has placed limitations on all faculty and student 
travel in order to prevent the spread of Covid, 
"there arc no study abroad options available to 
students that can be supported by the university." 
According to the proposal, a Virtual Study 
Abroad course is accessible to a broad range of 
students, so "it may generate heightened interest 
from those wary of study abroad, and thus can 
potentially serve later as a gateway to traditional 
study abroad enrollment." 
The proposal proposes some basic course re­
quirements for Virtual Study Abroad, including 
to entail some synchronous interaction, to have 
a 1 to 3 credit hour limitation, and to not count 
toward the university Senior Seminar require­
ment. 
The council will also vote on a bylaw amend­
ment to streamline the approval process for on­
linc and hybrid delivery, "so that both can be re­
quested by executive action for already approved 
classes." The proposal also suggests that executive 
actions requesting the addition of hybrid delivery 
mode for an approved class shall include a ratio­
nale for the addition of hybrid delivery mode, the 
approximate percentage of face-to-face and on­
linc class delivery of the hybrid class, among oth­
er things. 
The rationale for the bylaw amendment is: 
"Currently, onlinc delivery mode can be re­
quested by executive action while hybrid 
delivery mode requires a course revision. The 
question of streamlining the approval process for 
both delivery modes has been a recurring top­
ic. During the Fall 2020, the Council of Chairs 
brought the question to the Council on Academ­
ic Affairs. On 10/1/2020, a motion to consider 
this question was made by Dr. Stacey Ruholl and 
seconded by Dr. Richard Wilkinson. The propos­
al is based on previous discussions by the Coun­
cil." 
The council will also be voting to make chang­
es to multiple areas of study offered at Eastern. 
The council will take this time to vote on the 
addition of a new minor, a Communications Dis­
orders and Sciences (CDS) Minor. This minor is 
meant to provide introductory coursework in the 
development of speech and language. The minor 
will require students to complete two CDS cours­
es then select CDS electives to fit their career in­
terests or graduate plans. The total semester hours 
required for the CDS minor is 18 semester hours. 
THE REST OF THIS STORY CAN BE 
READ AT DAILYEASTERNNEWS.COM • . • 
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MISSION, Kan. (AP) - Argu­
ments over mask requirements and 
other restrictions have turned ugly 
in recent days as the deadly corona­
virus surge ·�cross the U.S. engulfs 
small and medium-size cities that 
once seemed safely removed from 
the outbreak. 
In Boise, Idaho, public health of­
ficials about to vote on a four-coun­
ty mask mandate abruptly ended a 
meeting Tuesday evening because of 
fears for their safety amid anti-mask 
protests outside the building and at 
some of their homes. 
One health board member tear­
fully announced she had to rush 
home to be with her child because 
of the protesters, who were seen on 
video banging on buckets, blaring 
air horns and sirens, and blasting a 
sound clip of gunfire from the vi­
olence-drenched movie "Scarface" 
outside her front door. 
"I am sad. I am tired. I fear that, 
in my choosing to hold public of­
fice, my family has too often paid 
the price," said the board member, 
Ada County Commissioner Diana 
Lachiondo. "I increasingly don't 
recognize this place. T here is an ug­
liness and cruelty in our national 
rhetoric that is reaching a fevered 
pitch here at home, and that should 
worry us all." 
Boise police said three arrest war­
ran u were issued in connection 
with the demonstrations at board 
members' homes. 
In South Dakota, the mayor of 
Rapid City said City Council mem­
bers were harassed and threatened 
over a proposed citywide mask man­
date that failed this week even as in­
tensive care units across the state 
filled with COVID-19 patients. 
The tensions are flaring amid an 
epic surge in U.S. deaths, hospital­
izations and infections over the past 
several weeks. 
Deaths are running at more than 
2,200 a day on average, all but 
matching the level seen during the 
last spring's peak in and around 
New York City. 
New cases per day have rocketed 
to more than 200,000 on average, 
and the number of patients in the 
hospital with COVID-19 stood at · 
almost l 05,000 on Tuesday, anoth­
er all-time high. 
The grim figures led the usually 
stoic health director of the nation's 
most populated county to become 
emotional. Barbara Ferrer described 
"a devastating increase in deaths" in 
Los Angeles County, with the total 
hining 8,075 on Wednesday. 
�------. - ·-�--
US govt, states 
sue Facebook for 
'predatory' conduct 
WASHINGTON (AP) - The 
U.S. government and 48 states and 
districts sued Facebook Wednes­
day, accusing it of abusing its mar­
ket power in social networking to 
crush smaller competitors and seek­
ing remedies that could include a 
forced spinoff of the social network's 
lnstagram and Whats.App messa.ging 
services. 
The landmark antitrust lawsuits, 
announced by the Federal Trade 
Commission and New York Attor­
ney General Letitia James, mark the 
second major government offen­
sive this year against seemingly un-
touchable tech behemoths. The Jus­
tice Department sued Google in Oc­
tober for abusing its dominance in 
online search and advertising - the 
government's most significant at­
tempt to buttress competition since 
its historic case against Microsoft 
two decades ago. Amazon and Apple 
also have been under investigation in 
Congress and by federal authorities 
for alleged anticompetitive conduct. 
James noced at a press conference 
that "it's really critically important 
that we block this predatory acqui­
sition of companies and that we re­
store confidence to the market." 
Jury convicts Illinois 
man in Minnesota 
mosque bo�bing 
MINNEAPOLIS (AP) - A jury 
on Wednesday convicted the lead­
er of an Illinois anti-government 
militia group of several civil rights 
and hate crime charges in the 2017 
bombing of a Minnesota mosque. 
Prosecutors outlined 49-year-old 
Michael Hari's hatred for Muslims 
as his motivation for the bomb­
ing during che crial, citing anti-Is­
lam excerpts from Hari's manifesto 
known as The White Rabbit Hand­
book, named after his militia group. 
Prosecutors presented evidence to 
jurors that included phone records 
and testimony of federal investi­
gacors who tracked Hari down to 
Clarence, Illinois, a rural commu­
nity about 120 miles (190 kilome­
ters) south of Chicago where Hari 
and two co-defendants lived after a 
seven-month investigation. 
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Cause for Paws shows love for animals 
By Kyara Morales-Rodriguez 
campus Reporter I @DEN_news 
Cause for Paws is an organization 
that has been at Eastern for sever­
al years, giving members of the East­
ern community the opportunity to 
hdp local animal shdters, rescues, and 
foster-based organizations and raise 
awareness of animal cruelty while be­
ing active advocates for animals in 
need. Students in the organization 
can help local animal shelters by vol­
unteering, donating, and fundraising. 
Katherine Monatelli, junior psy­
chology student, is the organization's 
president. She joined Cause for Paws 
as a freshman because she has always 
loved animals. In fact, she has sev­
en different dogs and cats that came 
from shelters. 
As president of the organization, 
she hopes to give back to the shelters 
that have helped animals such as her 
own. 
Monatelli explained that prior to 
COVID changing how RSOs are run 
at Eastern, Cause for Paws used to do 
a lot of fun events to help local an­
imal shelters. In the past, they have 
made a lot of Do-It-Yourself, or DIY, 
essentials for the animal shelters in the 
area. 
"For example, we have made treats 
and toys for dogs and cats," MonatelJi 
said. "When we made treats, we made 
them out of peanut butter, oats, and 
alJ this other stuff. We actualJy made 
so many that we had people taking 
them home and giving them to local 
animal shelters. This was befo.re our 
last Winter Break." 
During the pre-COVID-19 days, 
they would also do a lot of volunteer-
ing at the Coles County Animal Shel­
ter. Now, they are doing more work 
with Effingham County's animal shel­
ter, which is known as the Effingham 
County Humane Society, because 
they have learned that animal shelter 
is more in need. 
Since Eastern set guidelines to pre­
vent the spread of COVID, Cause for 
Paws has had to run things different­
ly in order to follow those guidelines, 
protecting its members and the com­
munity. 
Amy Wilkins, a junior environ­
mental biology major, is the organiza­
tion's treasurer. She joined Cause for 
Paws because she hopes to become a 
zoologist someday. She also explained 
that she has a bunch of dogs and cats 
back home that she loves dearly. She 
wants to give b�ck to animals to make 
sure they live good lives. 
Wilkins explained that in order to 
prevent the spread of COVID, they 
had to change how the meetings were 
held. 
"Before C O V l D ,  we held our  
meetings in  Taylor Hall. We mainly 
held them around 7:00 or 8:00 pm. 
With COVID, we changed them to 
online, so we've been meeting every 
other Tuesday at around 4:00 pm or 
5:00 pm," Wilkins said. 
Alyssa Bettenhausen, junior bio­
logical sciences student, is the orga­
nization's vice-president. She joined 
Cause for Paws because her own dog, 
a pitbulJ, is from a shelter and he was 
going to be put down if he had not 
been adopted. She explained that she 
,thjn\cs ,r�sing �warcmess about adop­
tion through shelters and how to help 
shelters is important. 





affecting trust in 
COVID vaccine 
A new survey from The Associated 
Press-N ORC Center for Public Affairs 
Research found that only about half of 
American adults said that they would 
get a COVID-19 vaccine when avail­
able. 
About one quarter of those surveyed 
said that they are unsure if they will 
get the vaccine and one quarter said 
they would not. 
The survey also found that older 
Americans are more likely to get the 
vaccine than younger Americans and 
that more men said they will receive 
the vaccine than women. 
The group that responded with the 
lowest support for the vaccine was 
Black Americans, with only 24 percent 
saying they would get the vaccine and 
40 percent saying they would not. 
We at The Daily Eastern News be­
lieve that it is important to understand 
why Black Americans have less faith in 
the vaccine than white Americans, and 
their concerns are not unfounded. 
Some of chis distrust can be traced 
Editorial Board 
back to the infamous Tuskegee Syph­
ilis Study, which was conducted from 
1932 until 1972 by the CDC, among 
others. 
The purpose of the study was to 
study the progress of untreated syph­
ilis and all of the 600 participants were 
poor Black men froin rural communi­
ties. 
They were told that they were re­
ceiving free medical treatment, but 
were never given any treatment at all 
and were never informed of their di­
agnosis or the real reason for the study. 
The effects of chis malpractice is still 
being felt today among Black commu­
nities. It is understandable that they 
feel this way. 
America's history with racism is 
present in every part of our society, 
even when it is difficult to see. Ac­
knowledging this is the first step to­
ward ensuring equality in society and 
in the medical field, where it can truly 
be a matter of life and death for those 
involved. 
meetings are being held. 
"We've been doing Zoom meet­
ings. We started out on GroupMe for 
our discussions, and we moved on 
from there. We don't even see each 
other in person so we don't have that 
contact," Bettenhausen said. "For our 
meetings, we spend about 15 to 25 
minutes explaining the projects that 
are coming up, where we can volun­
teer, and everybody's hours that they 
are available for volunteering. Then 
whoever wants to stay because they 
have questions, we answer questions 
at the end." 
Casey Wilderman, a senior envi­
ronmental biology student, is the or­
ganization's secretary. She joined the 
organization because she has always 
wanted to help and work with ani­
mals. She loves being able to give back 
to the community and to organiza­
tions that are struggling. 
She explained that COVID has 
made it tough to meet in person, so 
the organization has mostly been fo­
cusing on doing online meetings. 
"It's a little difficult to have activ­
ities that we can do. We try to make 
it as fun as possible. With our most 
recent meeting, we talked about t­
shirt designs and stuff like that. We 
have also played Among Us to try to 
make things fun, keep people inter­
ested, and to keep up with what's go­
ing on in the media today. We have a 
lot of ideas that we want to get done, 
but with COVID, it's a little difficult. 
Anybody who would want to join, I 
would hope that they would keep that 
i n  mind," Wilderman said. 
This semester, they have also 
changed how they do events, such 
as animal shelter visits, in a way that 
SUBMITTED PHOTO 
Alyssa Bettenhausen, a junior biological sciences major and vice president 
of Cause for Paws, holds a cat at the Coles County Animal Shelter. 
keeps volunteers and animal shelter 
employees safe from COVID. 
Wilderman explained that this se­
mester, they have already done two 
different animal shelter visits to the 
Effingham County Humane Society. 
"We didn't just get to play with the 
cats and dogs of the shelter. We most­
ly did maintenance and yard work for 
the shelter's fences," Wilderman said. 
"Volunteering like that is probably 
COLUMN 
what we've done the most this semes­
ter considering that we realJy can't go 
out and tty to fundraise as a group be­
cause of COVID." 
Moqatelli further explained that 
the organization has taken precau­
tions to make sure they are following 
the COVID guidelines set at Eastern. 
THE REST OF THIS STORY CAN IE 
READ AT DAILYEASTERNNEWS,COM. 
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Privilege prevents people 
froni seeing systemic racism 
Recendy I received an email concern­
ing a previous column I had written on 
Black Lives Maner. I appreciate any feed­
back and this person sharing their opin­
ion with me even though their opinion 
was opposite of mine. Everyone is entitled 
to their opinion as granted by our Con­
stitution. Though, I'd like to address one 
specific issue; they said systemic racism 
doesn't exist. 
This is a rose-colored � and white 
perspective to have. For one, the only 
people who can say that systemic rac­
ism doesn't exist are white people because 
white people aren't affected the same way. 
Our country's systems are meant to bene­
fit white people. 
Also, white people don't get a say in 
chis. We do not get a say on whether 
structural racism exists or any related top­
ic. We don't experience it. If you're whire 
and stilJ ignorant to this, please educate 
yoursel.£ Educate yourself and be an alJy. 
We actually have the oppommity to use 
the privilege that we do not deserve and 
should not have to help minorities and 
make changes. 
Today though, I'll educate you on 
health disparities. By educating whoever� 
Gillian Eubanks 
reading this, I believe it may open some 
people's eyes and also prove that structur­
al racism exists. 
Health disparities affect racial and eth­
nic minorities and cause them to face 
higher rates of mortality, be at a high­
er risk for diseases and have less access to 
healthcare. There are many other disad­
vantages these discrepancies cause for mi­
norities. 
Also, there are social determinants of 
health which are thinp;; like someone's en­
vironment, levd of/access to education, 
job, etc., and these play crucial roles in ev­
eryone's health. These factors can either 
have a positive or negative effect, though 
they affect minorities more than the ma­
jority. 
The CDC reported in an article enti-
tied "Health Equity Considerations and 
Racial and F.thnic Minority Groups" that 
"systematic health and social inequalities" 
have put minorities at high risk for getting 
COVID and possibly dying fi:om it. This 
is an example of a health disparity. 
According to an article written by 
Ruqaiijah Yearby on the topic of srruaural 
racism and health disparities, our govern­
ment has acknowledged there are social 
factors that cause racial inequalities and 
also cause a lack of resources that result in 
health inoonsi.scencies. 
I hope this is enough proof for you to 
understand that structural racism is very 
real. If not, I recommend looking health 
disparities up. 
Our government knows this is hap­
pening. but they don't acknowledge that 
it is because of their system nor do the}' 
do anything about it. Just like every other 
actual important issue that should be ad­
�. I hope that this has enlightened 
any white person who stilJ bdieves they 
don't have privilege. 
Gillian Eubanks junior health commu­
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Slow start sinks Panthers against Evansville 
By Adam Tumlno 
Editor-in-Chiefl@adam_tumino 
A two-game winning streak for the 
Eastern men's basketball team was 
snapped Wednesday night against 
Evansville with the Panthers losing 68-
65. 
After having just 19 points at half­
time, Eastern came out hot in the sec­
ond half, at one point going on a 10-0 
run and tying the score at one point. 
But the comeback bid fell short. 
The Panthers dug themselves a hole 
by turning the ball over and shooting 
poorly in the first half. As a team, they 
went just 7-of-20 from the field and 
had 9 turnovers. 
Evansville shot much better in the 
first half, going l l-of-24 from the field 
and 5-of-12 from three-point range. 
The Aces led by 15 points at the end 
of the half. 
Eastern pushed back hard at the 
start of the second half, shooting 17-of-
3 l and making 9 three pointers in 13 
attempts for a three-point percentage of 
69 .2 percent. 
The Panthers also cut down on turn­
overs, committing just 2 in the sccond 
half while forcing 5 from Evansville. 
But despite their hot shooting, 
Eastern could not pull ahead due to 
Evansville's solid shooting through­
out the half. The Aces shot over 50 per­
cent from the field and stayed just far 
enough ahead of Eastern. 
knocked down open looks when they 
got them. 
The final statistics were well-bal­
anced between teams, with Evansville 
recording 28 rebounds and 1 3 assists 
compared to Eastern's 27 and 12. 
The Aces shot better from the field 
with a shooting percentage of 48.9, 
but Eastern was superior from beyond 
the arc, shooting 61.1 percent on three 
pointers. 
Evansville was led in scoring by ju­
nior guard Jawaun Newton with 19 
points. A majority of his points came 
from the frec...throw line, where he shot 
1 l-of-13. The rest of the Aces com­
bined to go 2-of-4 from the line. 
Four other Evansville players scored 
in double-figures, with Evan Kuhlman 
tallying 15 points and three players 
scoring 11 points each. 
For Eastern, Marvin Johnson had 
his highest-scoring game of the season 
with 17 points before fouling out in 
the final minute of the game. 
Josiah Wallace continued his hot 
start to the season, tying Johnson with 
17 points. Wallace landed awkwardly 
on his ankle in the second half, but re­
turned to the court after receiving treat­
ment on the bench. 
Mack Smith scored 12 points for the 
Panthers, shooting 4-of-5 from three. 
His streak of consecutive games with a 
three pointer was extended to 87, and 
he can tic the NCAA Division I re­
cord at home against Western Illinois 
on Saturday. 
ADAM TUMINO I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS 
Eastern senior guard Marvin Johnson drives around an opponent in a game against Chicago State Dec. 3. Eastern 
won the game 78-56. 
Throughout the game, Evansville 
was able to convert tough, contested 
shots, including several three point­
ers as the shot clock expired. They also 
Adam Tumino can be reached at 581-












A limited number of yearbooks are available for 
free to graduates in undergraduate programs, 
so make sure you reserve your copy of 
EIU's award-winning yearbook, 
The Warbler, TODAY! 
If you are graduating, and want to be 
guaranteed a yearbook, you must order one! 
YEARBOOKS ARE $20. 
TO ORDER, VISIT: 
https://com merce.cashnet .com /eiuspu b 
